[Electrophysiological comparison between patients with Binswanger's encephalopathy and Alzheimer's disease].
Short-latency somatosensory (SSEPs), brainstem auditory evoked potentials (BAEPs) and event-related potentials (ERPs) were studied in 7 patients with Binswanger's encephalopathy, 12 patients with Alzheimer's disease and 17 normal subjects. Patients with Binswanger's encephalopathy showed significantly prolonged central conduction time (CCT) and P300 latency, and prolonged tendency of I-V IPL compared to those of normal subjects. In particular, CCT showed significant prolongation compared to that of patients with Alzheimer's disease. In patients with Alzheimer's disease, I-V IPL and P300 latency were significantly prolonged compared to those of normals although there was no significant difference in CCT between Alzheimer's disease and normal subjects. These results indicate some difference between Binswanger's encephalopathy and Alzheimer's disease from the electrophysiological aspects although both of these entities are characterized by progressive mental deterioration.